[bookmark: _mjmg0sik07xx]DONNER SWIM CLUB
[bookmark: _fqrjt1q6kgyd]MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT
[bookmark: _mihym49iqr42]2026–2027 Membership Year
This Membership Agreement establishes the primary financial, participation, and membership expectations for families registering with Donner Swim Club, Inc. ("Donner Swim Club" or "DSC").
This Agreement also summarizes certain Donner Swim Club policies that apply to membership. Complete versions of Club policies are maintained on the Donner Swim Club website at:
Donner Swim Club 
By registering an athlete and electronically signing this Agreement, the parent or legal guardian acknowledges the terms below and agrees to comply with applicable Donner Swim Club policies.
[bookmark: _coybou8b5tx2]1. Membership and Registration Structure
Donner Swim Club operates within a membership year running from September 1, 2026 through August 31, 2027.
The membership year includes two separate registration periods:
· Winter Season: September through March
· Summer Season: April through July
Families must complete registration for each season in which an athlete will participate.
Registration for the Winter Season does not automatically enroll an athlete in the Summer Season. Families wishing to continue participation must complete the Summer registration process when it opens.
This seasonal registration structure allows Donner Swim Club to review and update enrollment, program operations, applicable policies, and membership dues between seasons while maintaining a monthly payment structure based on the full membership year.
Membership is subject to:
· athlete group placement;
· completion of applicable seasonal registration;
· applicable dues and fees;
· compliance with Club policies;
· facility and staffing availability; and
· continued good standing with Donner Swim Club.
Practice schedules, facilities, coaching assignments, training-group structures, and competition schedules may change when reasonably necessary for athlete development, staffing, enrollment, facility availability, or overall program operations.
Membership does not guarantee a specific coach, practice time, facility, lane assignment, training schedule, or competition schedule.

[bookmark: _2nonc8noqras]2. Membership Fees and Associated Costs
Membership dues are based on the athlete's assigned training group and the opportunities provided within that group.
Donner Swim Club uses a monthly payment structure established through the Club's published fee schedule.
Unless otherwise stated in the applicable fee schedule:
· membership dues are collected in 11 monthly installments from September through July;
· no standard monthly installment is collected in August; and
· a $50 registration fee per athlete is assessed at each seasonal registration period.
Membership rates and other Club dues may be reviewed before each seasonal registration period. Families will be provided the applicable fees before completing registration for that season.
Membership dues do not necessarily include all costs associated with participation. Additional costs may include, when applicable:
· USA Swimming membership or registration fees;
· swim meet entry fees and meet surcharges;
· required training equipment;
· team apparel or uniforms;
· competition suits or caps;
· travel or lodging;
· clinics or supplemental programming;
· volunteer assessments; and
· other separately identified expenses.
Additional charges will be communicated before they are assessed whenever reasonably practicable.
Full Policy: Membership Fees & Associated Costs
[bookmark: _qwe9u5e6rng6]3. Payment Responsibilities and Delinquent Accounts
Families are responsible for maintaining accurate billing information and keeping their Donner Swim Club account in good standing.
Donner Swim Club does not assess a standard late fee for delinquent membership dues.
Accounts that remain unpaid are subject to the Club's 30–60–90 delinquency process:
· 31 days past due: Donner Swim Club will provide written notice of the outstanding balance.
· 61 days past due: Donner Swim Club will personally follow up with the family regarding the delinquent account.
· 90 days past due: Membership may be terminated for financial delinquency consistent with Donner Swim Club's bylaws, applicable policies, and Club procedures.
Removal or expiration of a payment method does not eliminate amounts already owed to Donner Swim Club.
Families experiencing circumstances affecting their ability to maintain their account are encouraged to communicate with the Club before the account reaches the final stage of the delinquency process.
Full Policy: Late Payment & Delinquent Account Policy
[bookmark: _htymnkaiwzn4]4. Withdrawal, Cancellation, and Refunds
Families seeking to withdraw an athlete from Donner Swim Club must submit the request in writing 30 days with 30 days notice.
Stopping attendance, verbally notifying a coach, removing a payment method, or otherwise discontinuing participation does not constitute an approved withdrawal.
Withdrawal requests are subject to review and approval by the Donner Swim Club Board of Directors.
30 days notice is required so that it can be approved/denied at the following meeting. 
Previously assessed dues, meet fees, equipment charges, volunteer assessments, or other expenses already incurred remain the responsibility of the family unless an exception is specifically approved.
Refund eligibility, the effective date of an approved withdrawal, and other withdrawal procedures are governed by the Club's complete Withdrawal, Cancellation & Refund Policy.
Full Policy: Withdrawal, Cancellation & Refund Policy
[bookmark: _l36udc4wemwy]5. Family Volunteer Requirement
Donner Swim Club relies on family volunteers to operate Club-hosted competitions and other designated activities.
Because the number of volunteers required depends on athlete enrollment and the operational requirements of scheduled events, the exact volunteer requirement is established after each seasonal registration period.
Volunteer requirements may consider:
· total athlete enrollment;
· the number of athletes registered within each family;
· the number and size of Donner-hosted events; and
· the number of volunteer positions required to operate those events.
Families registering multiple athletes should expect a greater volunteer obligation than families registering one athlete.
Once established, the required number of volunteer sessions will be communicated to families before required volunteer opportunities begin.
Families that do not complete the applicable volunteer requirement will be assessed $50 for each required volunteer session not completed.
Any exception, adjustment, or waiver of a volunteer assessment requires approval by the Donner Swim Club Board of Directors.
Full Policy: Volunteer Policy
[bookmark: _8m38rsva6xxj]6. Meet Participation and Entry
Donner Swim Club uses competition as part of athlete development. The coaching staff determines which meets are appropriate for each training group and retains sole responsibility for athlete event and relay selection.
Families are responsible for declaring meet attendance through the Club's designated system by the published deadline.
For Donner Swim Club meet declarations:
· Attending indicates that the athlete is committed to the meet;
· Not Attending indicates that the athlete will not participate;
· no response is treated as Not Attending; and
· late declarations will not be accepted.
Once an athlete is committed and entries have been submitted, meet entry fees are generally nonrefundable.
Athletes and families must also follow applicable scratch procedures, championship-meet requirements, and other meet-specific rules.
Families must consult the Head Coach before entering an athlete in a competition that is not included on the published Donner Swim Club meet schedule.
Full Policy: Meet Entry Policy
[bookmark: _ilmostazrf7h]7. Athlete Drop-Off and Pick-Up
Parents and legal guardians are responsible for establishing an appropriate arrival, pickup, and transportation plan for their athlete.
Coaches may supervise consecutive training groups and cannot personally locate parents, escort every athlete to a vehicle, or visually confirm the pickup of every athlete following practice.
If a parent or guardian is not comfortable allowing an athlete to leave the designated practice area independently according to the family's established pickup plan, the parent or guardian is responsible for entering the facility and retrieving the athlete directly.
Donner Swim Club will not knowingly leave a minor athlete unattended when Club personnel are aware that an appropriate pickup arrangement has not been completed.
For the final scheduled practice session of the day, Donner Swim Club may assess a $1-per-minute late-pickup fee beginning 10 minutes after the scheduled conclusion of practice when continued staff supervision is required.
Full Policy: Athlete Drop-Off & Pick-Up Policy
[bookmark: _c7qsn6qz6z08]8. Facility Access and Athlete Privacy
Athletes and families must comply with applicable Donner Swim Club, facility, USA Swimming Safe Sport, and Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy (MAAPP) requirements involving locker rooms, changing areas, athlete privacy, and pool-deck access.
Photography, video recording, livestreaming, or other recording is prohibited in locker rooms, changing areas, restrooms, and other locations where athletes may reasonably expect privacy.
Registration with Donner Swim Club does not automatically provide parents, guardians, siblings, or spectators access to the pool deck. Families must remain in designated spectator or observation areas unless authorized to be on deck under applicable Club, facility, meet, or governing-body requirements.
Full Policy: Facility Access & Athlete Privacy Policy
[bookmark: _y9ts3i1zijx7]9. Concerns and Grievances
Donner Swim Club provides a defined process for raising concerns and formal grievances.
Routine athlete, coaching, and program concerns should generally be addressed at the lowest appropriate level. For athlete-specific coaching concerns, the normal communication pathway is:
Athlete or Parent → Athlete's Coach → Head Coach
Formal grievances should be submitted in writing and routed according to the individual or issue involved.
No person is expected to submit a grievance solely to the individual who is the subject of that grievance.
Safe Sport matters, abuse, misconduct subject to external jurisdiction, mandatory-reporting matters, and immediate safety concerns do not need to proceed through the normal Club grievance process before being reported to an appropriate authority.
Retaliation for making a good-faith concern or grievance is prohibited.
Full Policy: Grievance Reporting Policy
[bookmark: _3tu5f5m77pik]10. Club Communication
Donner Swim Club uses designated communication systems to distribute team information, schedules, meet information, athlete-related communication, and other Club business.
Families are responsible for:
· maintaining accurate contact information;
· monitoring designated Club communication channels;
· reviewing information distributed by the Club; and
· communicating with coaches and Club representatives in an appropriate and professional manner.
Electronic communication involving minor athletes must comply with current USA Swimming Safe Sport and MAAPP requirements.
Donner Swim Club may designate specific communication platforms or methods for team, group, parent, or athlete communication.
Full Policy: Communication Policy
[bookmark: _farsgcswrypu]11. Athlete Group Placement and Advancement
Training-group placement and advancement are coaching decisions based on the developmental needs of the athlete and the structure of the overall program.
Placement may consider factors including:
· technical skill;
· training readiness;
· physical and emotional maturity;
· attendance and consistency;
· practice habits;
· competitive readiness;
· ability to train safely within the group;
· group capacity; and
· long-term athlete development.
Placement is not determined solely by age, race times, friendships, sibling placement, or parent preference.
Lead coaches may recommend advancement or reassignment.
The Head Coach retains final authority over competitive training-group placement and advancement, consistent with Club policy.
Group placement may be reviewed throughout the year and may change when appropriate.
A change in group placement may result in a corresponding change in membership fees. Families will be notified of an applicable fee change before it takes effect whenever reasonably practicable.

Full Policy: Athlete Advancement 
[bookmark: _90682ro7n85i]12. Additional Registration Documents and Requirements
In addition to this Membership Agreement, families may be required to separately review, acknowledge, or provide consent regarding documents that serve specific safety, legal, behavioral, or participation purposes.
For the 2026–2027 membership year, these include:
[bookmark: _fnxu31wkypvg]Participation Waiver & Emergency Medical Authorization
Participation in swimming, dryland training, competition, and related activities involves inherent risks. Parents or legal guardians must separately execute the Club's Participation Waiver & Emergency Medical Authorization before an athlete participates.
[bookmark: _49lf9z40vhyg]Safe Sport & MAAPP Acknowledgment
Donner Swim Club operates under applicable USA Swimming Safe Sport requirements and the current Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy (MAAPP). Families must separately acknowledge access to and responsibility for complying with applicable Safe Sport and MAAPP requirements.
[bookmark: _58q2ph4w87yu]Parent & Athlete Standards
Athletes and families are expected to contribute positively to the Donner Swim Club environment, treat others respectfully, support appropriate athlete-development and coaching roles, and comply with applicable Club and governing-body standards.
Families must separately review and acknowledge the Parent & Athlete Standards.
[bookmark: _op28x3ziiejo]Photo & Media Release
Donner Swim Club may use athlete photographs, video, names, or swimming-related accomplishments for approved Club purposes only when the applicable parent or legal guardian has provided authorization.
Media authorization is optional and may be declined without affecting membership or participation.
[bookmark: _jc8hjpbwoy26]Required Equipment & Training Gear
Athletes are responsible for obtaining and maintaining the equipment designated for their assigned training group.
Families will be provided the current Required Equipment & Training Gear information separately during registration.
[bookmark: _mzllk817fhyr]13. Compliance With Club and Governing-Body Requirements
Membership requires athletes and families to comply with:
· this Membership Agreement;
· applicable Donner Swim Club policies;
· USA Swimming requirements;
· Indiana Swimming requirements;
· Safe Sport and MAAPP requirements;
· applicable facility rules; and
· other governing requirements applicable to Club participation.
Serious or repeated violations may result in corrective action, participation restrictions, suspension, or termination of membership.
Where an activity requires additional consent or authorization under USA Swimming policy, MAAPP, facility requirements, or Club procedures, Donner Swim Club may require that authorization before participation.
[bookmark: _f33wx0ma8p6z]14. Policy Availability and Updates
Current Donner Swim Club policies will be maintained on the Club's designated policy webpage.
Families are responsible for complying with policies applicable to their participation.
Donner Swim Club may revise policies when reasonably necessary for:
· athlete safety;
· changes in law or governing-body requirements;
· facility requirements;
· program operations; or
· other legitimate Club needs.
Families will be notified of material policy changes that substantially affect financial obligations, participation requirements, or other significant membership responsibilities.
If a summary contained in this Membership Agreement differs from the applicable full policy, Donner Swim Club will make reasonable efforts to correct the inconsistency and clearly communicate any material effect to families.
[bookmark: _czguelj5srpd]15. Suspension or Termination of Membership
Donner Swim Club may take disciplinary or membership action for reasons including:
· serious or repeated policy violations;
· conduct that threatens participant safety;
· violations of Safe Sport or governing-body requirements;
· failure to maintain required membership eligibility;
· significant financial delinquency; or
· other grounds permitted by Donner Swim Club's governing documents.
Membership suspension or termination will be handled consistent with Donner Swim Club's bylaws, applicable Club policies, and governing-body requirements.
Immediate participation restrictions may be imposed when reasonably necessary for safety, participant protection, mandatory reporting, legal compliance, or governing-body requirements.
Safe Sport matters and other matters subject to external jurisdiction or mandatory reporting are not limited by Donner Swim Club's internal membership procedures.
[bookmark: _1afr87ynn26l]16. Electronic Agreement
This Membership Agreement is executed electronically through Donner Swim Club's designated registration system.
By signing below, I certify that:
· I am the parent or legal guardian of the athlete being registered and have authority to complete this registration;
· I have read and understand the 2026–2027 Donner Swim Club Membership Agreement;
· I have been provided full access to the Club policies referenced in this Agreement;
· I understand that Donner Swim Club uses separate Winter and Summer registration periods;
· I understand the applicable financial and payment obligations;
· I understand the withdrawal and refund requirements;
· I understand that volunteer requirements are established after seasonal registration and that incomplete required sessions may result in a $50-per-session assessment;
· I understand the Club's meet-entry, pickup, facility-access, grievance, and communication expectations;
· I understand that additional registration documents require separate review, acknowledgment, or consent; and
· I agree to comply with applicable Donner Swim Club and governing-body requirements.
I understand that entering my full legal name constitutes my electronic signature and my agreement to be bound by these terms.
Required Response: Parent/Legal Guardian Full Legal Name

